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Panama Canal Regulations § 111.3

111.40 Operation of small craft and rec-
reational vessels in Canal waters (Rule
40).

111.41 Lights; marking of pipeline laid in
navigable waters (Rule 41).

AUTHORITY: Issued under authority of the
President by 22 U.S.C. 3811; E.O. 12215, 45 FR
36043.

SOURCE: 48 FR 52704, Nov. 22, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General
§ 111.1 Application (Rule 1).

The provisions of this part incor-
porate most of the Rules of the Inter-
national Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (72 COLREGS)
and the maneuvering and warning
whistle signals of the Inland Naviga-
tional Rules Act of 1980, supplemented
by rules of particular application in
the Panama Canal and shall be applica-
ble to vessels and seaplanes upon the
navigable waters of the Canal operat-
ing areas, as the same are described in
Annex A of the Agreement in Imple-
mentation of Article III of the Panama
Canal Treaty of 1977, and as they are
depicted on Attachment 1 to that
Annex, between a line connecting the
East Breakwater Light and West
Breakwater Light at the Altantic En-
trance to the Canal in Limon Bay and
a line passing through Channel Buoys 1
and 2 extended to the Canal boundary
lines at the Pacific Entrance in Pan-
ama Bay, and in the Ports of Balboa
and Cristobal. Where any naval or mili-
tary vessel of special construction as
certified by the Secretary of the Navy
or the Secretary of Transportation in
the case of Coast Guard vessels operat-
ing under the Transportation Depart-
ment, or by a corresponding official of
a state, other than the United States,
shall by virtue of statute, convention
or treaty, be exempted from compli-
ance with the International Rules (72
COLREGS), such vessel shall similarly
be exempted from compliance with any
corresponding requirement under the
provisions of this part.

§ 111.2 Responsibility (Rule 2).
(a) Nothing in this part shall exoner-

ate any vessel, or the owner, master or
crew thereof, from the consequences of
any neglect to comply with these Rules

or of the neglect of any precaution
which may be required by the ordinary
practice of seamen, or by the special
circumstances of the case.

(b) In construing and complying with
this part due regard shall be had to all
dangers of navigation and collision and
to any special circumstance, including
the limitations of the vessels involved,
which may make a departure from this
part necessary to avoid immediate dan-
ger.

§ 111.3 General definitions (Rule 3).
For the purpose of this part, except

where the context otherwise requires:
(a) The word vessel includes every de-

scription of water craft, including non-
displacement craft and seaplanes, used
or capable of being used as a means of
transportation on water.

(b) The term power-driven vessel
means any vessel propelled by machin-
ery.

(c) The term sailing vessel means any
vessel under sail provided that propel-
ling machinery, if fitted, is not being
used.

(d) The term vessel engaged in fishing
means any vessel fishing with nets,
lines, trawls or other fishing apparatus
which restrict maneuverability, but
does not include a vessel fishing with
trolling lines or other fishing appara-
tus which do not restrict maneuver-
ability.

(e) The word seaplane includes any
aircraft designed to maneuver on the
water.

(f) The term vessel not under command
means a vessel which through some ex-
ceptional circumstance is unable to
maneuver as required by this part and
is therefore unable to keep out of the
way of another vessel.

(g) The term vessel restricted in her
ability to maneuver means a vessel
which from the nature of her work is
restricted in her ability to maneuver as
required by this part and is therefore
unable to keep out of the way of an-
other vessel. The term vessels restricted
in their ability to manuever shall include
but not be limited to:

(1) A vessel engaged in laying, servic-
ing or picking up a navigation mark,
submarine cable or pipeline;

(2) A vessel engaged in dredging, sur-
veying or underwater operations;
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